
Pupil Premium eligibility and how to apply

Pupil Premium is an important payment for schools and a valuable opportunity for eligible parents to receive even more support for their children in schools.

The Pupil Premium (PP) is an allocation of additional funding provided to schools to support specific groups of children who are vulnerable to underachievement. These include pupils who are;
· entitled to free school meals or have been within the last 6 years
· looked after by the local authority or adopted
· children of armed service personnel.

Key Priorities:

· Our core aim, when allocating Pupil Premium funding, is to raise the attainment and progress of disadvantaged pupils so that their performance compares favourably with non-disadvantaged peers. We have high aspirations and ambitions for all of our children and we strongly believe that it is not about where you come from but your passion and thirst for knowledge, and your dedication and commitment to learning that make the difference.
· We are determined to ensure that our children are given every chance to realise their full potential. Pupil premium funding, along with allocations made from the schools own budget will help ensure this money is spent to maximum effect.

Am I eligible for Pupil Premium Funding?
Children who attend a Somerset County Council school, whose parents or carers receive certain benefits may be entitled to free school meals.
Only the benefits listed here – and no other benefits – qualify you for free school meals for your children.
These are the benefits.
· Universal Credit with an annual household income of less than £7,400 after tax
· Income Support (IS)
· Employment and Support Allowance (Income related) – not Contribution related
· Income-based Job Seekers Allowance (IBJSA) – not Contribution based
· Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit.
· Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
· Child Tax Credit with an annual taxable income (as assessed by HMRC) of less than £16,190, as long as the family is not also in receipt of Working Tax Credit.
If you have recently become unemployed, but are still receiving Working Tax Credits, you may be entitled to free school meals.
During the coronavirus outbreak, the Government are temporarily extending free school meal eligibility to include children of families who have no recourse to public funds. Therefore, children will also be eligible for free school meals if their legal guardians’ household income is £28,200 or below and they meet one of the following criteria:
· they are a Zambrano Carer
· they have the right to remain in the UK under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) and are subject to no recourse to public funds
· they are supported under Section 17 of the Children Act 1989 (Children in Need)
They may also be eligible if they are supported under section 4 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.
How do I apply?
If you think your child may possibly be eligible for free school meals, even if you don’t want your child to eat school meals, it is easy to check your eligibility - please contact the office or apply online at 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Remember, every child who is eligible generates valuable income for the school.
If you have any questions or would like to know more about Pupil Premium funding and how it is being used to benefit your child, please speak to the school office or headteacher.

