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	[bookmark: _Hlk72742853]INTENT

	
As part of our vision for our children to access ‘Life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10), our aim is that when they leave St Benedict’s in Year 6, we expect them to be avid readers; children who read fluently and widely and are able to express preferences and opinions about the texts that they read. Our intention is that every child develops a love of reading and reads for pleasure, having had access to a wide range of text types, genres and authors in order for them to make informed opinions about their favourites. We intend to create an atmosphere where children are able to write with confidence and accuracy for a variety of purposes and audiences whilst developing their own individual flair. As a school, we want children to be able to write with grammatical accuracy and to apply spelling patterns correctly using a neat handwriting style. We aim to ensure our children experience a wide range of vocabulary so that they are able to decipher new words and then use them when writing and speaking both formally and informally. Our aim is for children to apply all of these English skills across all areas of the curriculum.




	[bookmark: _Hlk72742976]IMPLEMENTATION

	
The writing cycle at St Benedict’s is based on Pie Corbett’s ‘Talk for Writing’. Children are taught to imitate and innovate writing before becoming independent writers incorporating their own individual writing style.
For the lower school, Year 3 and Year 4, we teach phonics through the Read, Write, Inc - Ruth Miskin’s phonics programme. It is a systematic, fast paced approach to teaching phonics. The children read decodable books that match their phonics level. 
Grammar and punctuation is taught as a ‘basic skill’ lesson and spelling is taught using Spelling Shed. This sets out a clear route for progression throughout all year groups. The weekly tests allow teachers to monitor misconceptions at an early stage. Weekly homework is set for every child through the ‘Spelling Shed’ website and is easily accessed from home.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Children are assessed termly using the Accelerate Reader reading scheme. Each child is given an accelerated reading book which is at their reading level. These books are chosen independently by the children. We have ‘word count’ competitions across the school and within year groups. Children are rewarded with certificates for the number of words and books read. These are celebrated each week in Praise Assemblies. Children are encouraged to read at least four times every week.
Every class has a ‘class reader’ a high quality text that is read by the teacher every day to the children. Children are encouraged to read for pleasure promoted by various events throughout the year such as ‘Books at Bedtime’ when children return to school on a dark winter’s evening in their pyjamas and staff, governors and volunteers read exciting stories to groups of children. As a school we celebrate World Book Day with various activities each year. We take part in the annual Wells Festival of Literature and benefit from a visit by a well-known children’s author. The local library supports the school with visits and workshops at the library. The librarian visits the school each year to introduce the reading competition that takes place during the summer holidays. They then return in the autumn term to present prizes to the children. 
Reading and writing are taught across the curriculum ensuring that skills are applied in all other subjects.






Continued below…



	IMPACT

	
Through pupil voice, discussion and feedback children talk enthusiastically about reading and writing and understand the importance of English. They can also talk about books and authors that they have enjoyed and can make reading recommendations. 
Evidence in knowledge: children can make links between texts and the different themes and genres between them. They can recognise similarities and differences. Children understand the reading and writing process.
Evidence in skills: children are taught reading and writing progressively and at a pace appropriate to each individual child. Teachers’ subject knowledge ensures that skills taught are matched to National Curriculum objectives.
At the end of each year we expect children to have achieved Age Related Expectations (ARE) for their year group. Some children will have progressed further and achieved Greater Depth (GDS). Children who have gaps in their knowledge receive appropriate support and intervention programmes. 
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