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Rivers are natural
Rivers are formed at a
source such as a natural
spring or a glacier and flow

down the land to the sea.

Canals are built by people
Canals are built to carry goods
by boat from one place to another.

Mawny rivers and
canals are Linked
up. You could start a
Jourhey ol a river or
canal and go all the
way to the sea!
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Rivers have three sections:

upper, middle and lower courses.

The upper course is fast- flowing
with strong currents. The middle

course loses energy and flows

more slowly. The lower course

has the least energy so it is slowr
and smooth.
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Rivers shapeour landscape

Rivers erode
mountains

They wedr awdyy
mountains, gut
through rocks
and dump vast
amounts of sand, silt
and mud into lakes
and seas.
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A natural spring

The source 53

The source of a river can
be a natural spring,
lake, a marsh or a glacier.

The flood plain

The lower courses of
many rivers have a wide,
flat plain and flows across
it to the sea. Heavy rain

in the upper course can
cause flooding on the
flood plain.
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An OXOW \ake

Oxbow laKes

Sometimes a meander
develops such a curve that
the banks on one side are
cut back into the bank on
the other side. The river
finds a short cut and the
old meander becomes a
semi-circular lake.
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risky RIvers

Rivers have been used as
highways since earliest
imes. But rivers can be tri

Rivers dont
always g0 where you
want them to!
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Why are r'IVErs
soImportant?

Newark Castle on the River

People have Trent was built to protect
always settled  the town from invaders.
near rivers as they
provided drinking Q7
water, food,
protection and
transport.

£ Sstourport-on-Severn was built
to link the River Severn to the

Staffordshire & Worcestershire
Canal. Goods were imported
from abroad into Gloucester
Stourport-on- [?ocks, taken to Stourport by
port=on-Severn river, transferred on to canal
boats, and delivered to the

industrial Midlands.
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Water Eramspor&
was cheaper, easier
and safer than road
&rahsyor&

In the past, roads
were often very poor ...

.. and there was also
the danger of robbers!
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river people

Whole families lived
on barges and earned
a living transporting
goods along rivers.

Some men who operated
the boats on the River
Weaver went to work

on Sunday night and
returned on Friday night.
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Looking after rivers

Many river navigations are more
than 200 years old and need
constant maintenance.
BanKs need to be repaired to
prevent flooding, and silt and mud
need tobe cleared to make sure
rivers are deep enough for boats.

The Canal & River Trust
manage over 2000
miles of waterways!
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The River calder in flood
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Climate change =

Scientists expect an increase
in rainfall because of global
warming. This will have an
effect on the flow of rivers
and on flooding so it is very
important that our rivers are
well maintained.
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